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Hello family,
This time of  year, we try to reflect on what’s 
important in our lives and what makes us feel 
grateful. I believe it’s important to practice this 
mindfulness regularly to lend perspective to all 
we do. I try to incorporate this in one small way 
at our monthly staff  meetings by opening each 
meeting with a reading aloud of  our agency 
mission. It’s a small and simple 
gesture to remind us of  why 
we’re here. 
This year PEI Kids celebrated 
its 30th anniversary; and 
throughout the year, we have 
made a more mindful effort to 
honor those who contribute to 
making Mercer County a safer 
community for our children 
to grow and thrive. Those 
of  us who work here at PEI 
Kids are inspired daily when 
we see the difference that our 
programs and services make in the lives of  so 
many children. I am grateful that we never take 
this for granted. We share our anecdotes and 
accomplishments in this newsletter with the hope 
that you, too, are inspired by the difference we 
make collectively—when we invest in children. 
We have learned many lessons over the years; 
here are a few. One, nothing preserves the 
innocence of  childhood, restores the spirit of  
youth, or enables a child to thrive better than 
abiding in a safe environment. Two, children 
are resilient; with structure, guidance and 
support, they can overcome obstacles better 

than most adults I know. Three, with positive 
reinforcement, children can come to understand 
and believe in their value and importance in the 
world; and four, children can sustain a positive 
outlook for years—filled with vivid hopes and 
dreams—based on no more than a reassuring 
word from a trusted adult. These are lessons 
we should be mindful of  because little ones are 

always watching us for cues. 
For 30 years, PEI Kids has been 
a demonstration of  the power 
of  conscientious community 
members coming together to 
create lasting, positive influence 
built on a common belief  that 
every child deserves a life free 
of  fear, violence, and abuse. At 
this time of  gratefulness, I want 
to thank you for continuing 
to believe in and support our 
mission—whether you dedicate 
your time or talent, make a 

financial or in-kind contribution, attend a 
fundraising event, or affirm our work through 
the positive words you’ve spoken. We are grateful 
to have you as partners in our mission to promote 
and maintain a safe environment for all children.
With a grateful heart,

Roslyn E. Dashiell
Executive Director
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MISSION STATEMENT
PEI Kids is dedicated to promoting 
and maintaining a safe environment 

for all children. PEI Kids works 
with the child, family, and caregiver 
to provide prevention, intervention, 
and advocacy programs relating to 

personal safety, sexual abuse, and the 
overall well-being of  the child.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE!

Scan the QR code 
 image above or visit  

www.peikids.org  

*Thank you to the following organizations and event sponsors that have 
provided funding for our programs and operations in 2015!

AAA Mid-Atlantic, The Bartlett Family Foundation, Bloomberg, 
Church & Dwight Employee Giving Fund, Help for Children / Hedge Funds Care, 

Janssen Pharmaceuticals, Lawrence Township Community Foundation, 
Molina Medicaid Solutions, NJM Insurance Group, PNC Foundation, PSEG Foundation, 

Princeton Area Community Foundation, Robert & Joan Dircks Foundation, 
Robert Wood Johnson, Jr. Fund of  the Princeton Area Community Foundation, 

The Karma Foundation, The TJX Foundation, The Tuchman Foundation, 
Ventura Wealth Management

*Funding over $1,000—received May 2015 to December 5, 2015



2

POSTINGS
Fall/Winter 2015 Newsletter

2

PEI Kids’ Board of Trustees
Nicholas V. Ventura, President
Ventura Wealth Management

George C. Meyer, Vice President
Hopewell Twsp. Police Dept. (Ret.)

Jane Lowe-Rodriguez, Treasurer
The Tuchman Foundation, Inc.

Loni M. Hand, Secretary
NJM Insurance Group

Joseph P. Blaney, Esq.
Public Employment Relations Commission

Carol A. Budd
Customers Bank

Vincent Capodanno, CPA, MST
WithumSmith+Brown, PC

Margaret A. Chipowsky, Esq.
MDAdvantage Insurance Co. of NJ

Amber L. Forrester, Esq.
Office of the Public Defender

Lisa Festa Hayden
West Windsor-Plainsboro Sch. Dist.

Craig J. Hubert, Esq.
Szaferman, Lakind, Blumstein, & Blader P.C.

Michael P. Hughes
WatchDox, Inc.

Shelly Punchatz
ETS

Andrew T. Zalescik
AAA Mid-Atlantic

Roslyn E. Dashiell
Executive Director

PEI Kids’ PALS 
People Appreciated for
Long Service

Thomas A. Bartlett
Brig. Gen. Robert S. Dutko, Sr.
   USAF (Retired)
George M. Gill
Eunice K. Jadlocki
Dolores R. Piacente
Vincent A. Piacente
Vince J. Scozzari, Jr.
Keith Smith
Gloria S. Teti
David B. Thompson

Evelyn A. Gill
Founding Director

* Company/Organization names for 
identification, not endorsement purposes.
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Capital Health brings doctors, social workers, EMTs, and nursing staff  to facilitate special sessions 
at PEI Kids’ CJOOS program for juvenile offenders.

On Saturday, December 5th, PEI Kids began co-facilitating its CJOOS—Comprehensive 
Juvenile Offenders Outreach Services—program sessions with Capital Health’s medical 

intervention team, as part of  a new violence-prevention initiative. The collaborative effort 
began earlier in the year, when PEI Kids and Capital Health began to discuss partnering on an 
initiative in the City of  Trenton to reduce the urban street violence that has resulted in scores 
of  traumatized, injured, and murdered youth—violence that had been having a direct impact 
on youth in the CJOOS program for many years. Both organizations saw a unique opportunity 
to connect with the audience of  first- and second-time offenders in the program to make an 
impact on youth at-risk of  more dangerous involvement in criminal life. 
The CJOOS program works to reduce violence and provide conflict-resolution, job-readiness 
and life skills; social supports; and other aid to adjudicated and at-risk teens as an alternative 
to engaging in gang-related and criminal behavior. Participants are referred to the program 
primarily by Mercer County Family Court or by the Juvenile Probation Unit. 

PEI Kids Executive Director, Roz Dashiell, explains 
“We knew that many of  the kids in our CJOOS 
program have had their lives saved by the very 
capable team at Capital Health. We realized, however, 
that we can’t simply continue to deal with the medical 
and legal aftermath of  this violence. We have to 
think innovatively about how to break the cycle of  
violence which takes the lives of  our young sons and 
daughters prematurely, and often spawns a cycle of  
retaliatory violence. Through this partnership, we are 
trying to address those complex issues.”  
Capital Health’s Steffanie Archbald, Director of  

Public Relations and Marketing, and Suzanne Borgos, Vice President of  Planning, took the 
lead on pulling together their clinical and support teams. According to Steffanie Archbald, 
“We see the results of  violence in our trauma center too frequently, and the impact on our 
youth is devastating. Our hope is that by partnering with PEI Kids we can have meaningful 
conversations that provide a greater understanding about the impact violence has, and provide 
education about other topics our experts can help provide perspective on.” 
An early supporter of  the project, trauma surgeon 
Dr. Steven Johnson, has a wealth of  first-hand trauma 
experience with inner-city youth. He understood the 
value and need for this kind of  violence-intervention 
program from his experience in urban hospital settings 
in Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Newark (Delaware), and 
from his experience with Mercer County youth arriving 
at Capital Health’s emergency room with critical trauma 
injury resulting from street violence. Dr. Johnson led 
Saturday’s CJOOS session focusing on the impact of  
violence on the victim, family, and community. Other 
session leaders from Capital Health included James 
Boozan, Divisional Director of  EMS/Patient Logistics 
and Nurse Manager, Phyllis O’Neill, RN, MSN. 
This violence-prevention initiative will continue into 2016 with subsequent CJOOS sessions 
focusing on health and well-being and career opportunities in healthcare. Session content will 
be refined as the program evolves to speak to the needs of  program participants and address 
the issues that resonate with them. CJOOS Program Coordinator Rob Fiorello states, “I’m 
looking forward to all participants in this collaboration learning from each other. I think we 
have much to teach the kids and they have much to teach us about the challenges of  their daily 
lives.”  
The CJOOS program is funded by The City of  Trenton CDBG, Janssen Pharmaceuticals, 
Church & Dwight, PSE&G, and donations made to PEI Kids.

“Our hope is that by partnering 
with PEI Kids we can have 
meaningful conversations that 
provide a greater understanding 
about the impact violence has, 
and provide education about other 
topics our experts can help provide 
perspective on.”
-Steffanie Archbald, Capital Health

Capital Health & PEI Kids Partner on Youth Violence-Prevention Initiative

Medical professionals from Capital Health 
(standing) discuss violence prevention with 
CJOOS participants
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On Wednesday morning, October 28th, PEI Kids—lead agency for the 
statewide and national Enough Abuse campaign in Mercer County—

held its annual meeting of  the Greater Mercer Coalition to Prevent Child 
Sexual Abuse at Rider University. The Enough Abuse campaign consists of  
a community education initiative which provides free community workshops 
to teach ordinary citizens how to prevent, identify, and respond appropriately 
to child sexual abuse. The Coalition—consisting of  Mercer County 
organizations and community members—provides direction, strategies, and 
resources to advance the campaign’s prevention work and to advocate for 
child safety in Mercer County.
The meeting included presentations by Dr. Juanita Johnson-Brooks, Clinical 
Director of  PEI Kids’ counseling program for child victims of  sexual abuse, 
and Rush Russell, Executive Director of  Prevent Child Abuse NJ, which 
recently developed Child-Safety Standards adopted by the State of  New 
Jersey’s Department of  Children & Families. “The meeting was inspiring and 
informative,” says PEI Kids’ Executive Director Roslyn Dashiell. “Members 

were provided insight on how to advocate for child safety as well as actionable information which they can use to begin making a 
difference in their communities right away.”
For 2016, the Coalition’s efforts will be focused on capacity-building 
through membership recruitment, greater mobilization of  local 
communities, increased community outreach, and member participation 
in working committees. New committees which have been formed to 
help advance the Coalition’s work in Mercer County include the Resource 
Development Committee, Conference & Event Planning Committee, 
Marketing & Outreach Committee, and the Training/Presentation 
Committee. Additionally, a quarterly e-newsletter will be published for 
members of  the Greater Mercer Coalition to Prevent Child Sexual Abuse 
and those affiliated with the Enough Abuse Campaign in Mercer County. 
To learn more about PEI Kids and the Greater Mercer Coalition to 
Prevent Child Sexual Abuse, visit www.peikids.org. To learn about 
the national Enough Abuse campaign, visit www.enoughabuse.org. 
Organizations interested in hosting a free Enough Abuse workshop 
or joining the Coalition should contact PEI Kids at 609-695-3739 or 
jkeller@peikids.org.

PEI Kids Hosts Annual Meeting of the Coalition to Prevent Child Sexual Abuse

With the retirement of  long-time Director of  Prevention Services, Melody Powell, in late October, 
PEI Kids welcomed its new Director of  Prevention Services, Jill Keller, to spearhead the agency’s 

comprehensive prevention programming in Mercer County. 
In addition to her four years’ experience as a Child Assault Prevention (CAP) Facilitator for PEI Kids, 
Jill has an extensive background in law enforcement as a former Investigator in the Mercer County 
Prosecutor’s Office. In this role, Jill gained experience working with child sexual abuse and other child 
welfare cases; and she has gained an excellent reputation for her professionalism and skill set. 
As Director of  Prevention Services, Jill will be responsible for continuing to implement the NJ CAP (Child 
Assault Prevention) program and the Kids-on-the-Block puppet-based safety program. This includes 
leading a team of  17 part-time facilitators who go into elementary and middle schools to present these 
safety workshops which reach over 13,000 students in 70 public, private, and charter schools throughout 
Mercer County each year. PEI Kids’ prevention programs also include serving as lead agency of  the Greater 
Mercer Coalition to Prevent Child Sexual Abuse and presenting free, Enough Abuse community workshops 
to teach adults in Mercer County how to prevent child sexual abuse. 

“I am honored to assume the role of  Director of  Prevention Services,” says Jill. “This is a welcome opportunity for me to invest 
further in the important work of  PEI Kids’ Prevention Department.”  Jill’s commitment to PEI Kids’ mission, paired with her 
background and experience, well-suit her to advance PEI Kids’ prevention work aimed at keeping the children in our community safe. 
Please join us in welcoming Jill to her new role. 

PEI Kids Welcomes New Director of Prevention Services 
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Rush Russell, Executive Director of Prevent Child Abuse New 
Jersey, presents on child safety

Members of the Mercer County Prosecutor’s Office at the annual 
Coalition meeting

Director of Prevention Services, 
Jill Keller
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PEI Kids Hosts Successful 10th Annual Wine & Food Tasting Fundraiser

Over 400 community 
members and 

businesses came out in 
support of  PEI Kids’ 10th 
Annual Wine & Food 
Tasting on Friday, October 
23rd. The event, which was 
held at Landmark Aviation 
located at Trenton-Mercer 
Airport, featured food from 
over 20 local restauranteurs 
along with wines from 16 
wine distributors affiliated 

with West Trenton Fine Wine & Liquors located in Ewing. All 
event proceeds support PEI Kids’ child abuse prevention and 

intervention services, which 
benefit over 14,000 children 
and families annually.
“We couldn’t be more 
pleased with the community 
support received for this 
event,” said Nicholas 
Ventura, PEI Kids’ Board 
of  Trustees President 
and owner of  event 
sponsor, Ventura Wealth 
Management. “Restaurants, 

wine vendors, and local businesses donated generously to make 
the event successful for PEI Kids.”

Part of  what makes this 
a signature event for PEI 
Kids are the location and the 
event features, such as the 
unique car and jet displays. 
For the past three years, 
Interstate Motorsport has 
provided foreign and exotic 
cars for display. For the past 
two years, Direct Approach 
Aviation has provided a 
private jet for display; and 

allowed this year’s guests to take tours inside the jet. Additionally, 
Front Row Seat Productions has provided audio/visual 

equipment for the past two 
years, partnering this year 
with Reid Sound to provide 
a large screen and projector 
for displaying sponsorships, 
ads, and live interviews with 
guests. Mercer County Golf  
Academy provided a putting 
green for a special contest; 
and Pinot’s Palette offered 
a spin game featuring 

memorabilia as prizes. 
“PEI Kids is a wonderful 
agency, and we always have 
a great time participating at 
this event,” said Interstate 
Motorsport Owner Steven 
Waldie. “The event is 
growing every year, and we 
are pleased to be part of  
the team that helps to make 
that happen,” he added.
This year’s event sponsors included AAA Mid-Atlantic, The 
Bartlett Family Foundation, Bloomberg, Borden Perlman 
Salisbury & Kelly, Vince Capodanno, Credit Union of  New Jersey 
Foundation, Customers 
Bank, ETS, Fennelly 
Associates, Inc., Evelyn A. 
Gill, Loni & Marcus Hand, 
Hill Wallack, Hopewell 
Township PBA Local 
342, Hopewell Township 
Police Superior Officers 
Association, Investors 
Bank, Kalavruzos, 
Mumola, Hartman & 
Lento LLC, George Meyer, 
Mark Mucciacciaro of  Morgan Stanley, NJM Insurance Group, 
Nottingham Insurance, Chris & Denise Pratico, Princeton 
Radiology, PSEG, 
Richardson Commercial 
Realtors LLC, Szaferman, 
Lakind, Blumstein 
& Blader P.C., Taco 
Bell, Team Toyota of  
Princeton, The Mercadien 
Group, The Tuchman 
Foundation, Inc., Ventura 
Wealth Management, 
Whitehead Motors LLC, 
WithumSmith+Brown PC., 
and Xerographic Document 
Solutions.
The complete gallery of  event photos can be viewed online 
at www.facebook.com/
peikidsnj. To learn how 
you can participate in the 
2016 Wine & Food Tasting 
Event, please contact Jesse 
Elliot at 609-695-3739 or 
jelliot@peikids.org. To 
learn more about PEI 
Kids, please visit www.
peikids.org.

Over 400 community members and businesses came out in support of  PEI Kids’ signature Wine & Food Tasting Fundraiser, which featured 
exotic and luxury cars, private jets, raffles and games, and food and wine from local restaurants and wine vendors.

Executive Director Roslyn Dashiell & 
Board President Nicholas Ventura with 
cake commemorating PEI Kids’ 30th 
Anniversary 

Exotic car on display—courtesy of 
Interstate Motorsport (front)—and 
luxury truck from sponsor, Team Toyota 
of Princeton

Wine vendor of West Trenton Fine Wines 
& Liquors

Event Planning Committee Member Jack 
Donnelly interviews with Trenton 365 
Show host Jacque Howard

PEI Kids’ Board of Trustees in front of 
private jet display provided by Direct 
Approach Aviation

Guests attempt to sink one on the 
putting green courtesy of Mercer 
County Golf Academy

Event Planning Committee Member 
Shanetta Francis staffs PEI Kids’ 
information table

Ciro Moriello, owner of Amalfi’s 
restaurant in Lawrenceville, and his 
staff provide food for guests
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PEI Kids Throws its First “Kids’ Summer Celebration” Barbecue Party 

Community Partnerships Add New Experiences for Crisis Intervention Clients

PEI Kids loves working with community partners to bring joy to our clients and enhance the 
services and support they receive. This year, clients in our Crisis Intervention for Child Victims 

of  Sexual Abuse program were able to benefit from new experiences and innovative activities with 
program and community partners. 
As part of  its Crisis Intervention program, PEI Kids offers support groups designed to build 
stronger bonds between child victims and supportive family members. On July 29th, participants in 
our Mother/Daughter Support Group enjoyed performances by the Trenton Circus Squad followed 
by demonstration and one-on-one instruction in circus arts. Participants learned how to juggle, walk 
on stilts, and ride the unicycle. The room filled with laughter as support group participants bonded 
over the new experiences. One of  our young participants said, “This was so awesome! I hope they 
can come again.”

PEI Kids’ Clinical Director, Dr. Juanita Brooks, explained, “It helps the children to build self-esteem because they are trying new 
things that they wouldn’t normally do. Once participants have mastered the new skills, their faces are beaming with joy. Activities such 
as this are essential to promoting a positive experience and healthy bonding opportunities between child survivors of  sexual abuse and 
their mothers and the supportive maternal figures in their lives.” 
On the evening of  October 28th, a local team of  Arbonne’s Independent Consultants, led by Vice 
President Jenny Childs, volunteered their services to provide an “Arbonne Evening of  Beauty” 
which included professional instruction along with facials and make-overs for participants in our 
Mother /Daughter Support Group. The team also led a poetry-reading and reflective exercise on 
meeting your spiritual and emotional needs. In addition to a $5,000 cash grant for the counseling 
program, Arbonne Charitable Foundation provided PEI Kids with over $4,820 in health and 
beauty products to make sure each young lady received a gift bag to take home. 
PEI Kids’ Executive Director, Roz Dashiell, explained, “These partnerships have special meaning 
for us because they provide experiences that resonate with our program participants and reinforce 
important values—such as self-acceptance, confidence, and inner beauty—concepts which we 
want these young ladies to embrace and live by.”

On August 12th, over 100 local children, family members, and volunteers gathered at PEI 
Kids’ headquarters in Lawrenceville for the agency’s first-ever “Kids’ Summer Celebration” 

barbecue party. The event was produced at no cost to the agency thanks to in-kind services 
donated by Global Planners, Inc. (GPI), a Hamilton-based event planning firm. Donated 
services included barbecue food and beverages, donated by Buzzetta’s Festival Foods, along with 
entertainment, carnival games, contests, and prizes, arranged and donated by GPI.
Planning for the event began in June when GPI contacted PEI Kids after learning about the 
prevention and intervention work the agency does to protect children from violence. GPI 
expressed interest in working with the agency as a meaningful way to use their expertise to give 
back to the community. At the same time, Roz Dashiell, Executive Director of  PEI Kids, was 
looking for a way to produce a fun kids’ event to celebrate clients of  the agency, but needed 
additional resources and personnel support to bring it to fruition. After six weeks of  planning 
and a generous budget donated by GPI, the Kids’ Summer 

Celebration party was produced at no cost to the agency. 
In addition to providing food, tents, tables, attractions, and prizes, GPI provided a staff  of  
20 team members to assist with activities. Guests enjoyed spin art, sand art, tattooing, and 
face painting indoors along with carnival games, dancing, and hula-hooping outdoors. The big 
attraction of  the night was a hula-hoop contest for kids of  various age groups. 
Additionally, families were given $20 gift cards to local clothing and shoe stores to help with 
back-to-school shopping thanks to PEI Kids’ Board of  Trustees, whose members donated funds 
to purchase the gift cards. PEI Kids’ Executive Director Roslyn Dashiell states, “I am so moved 
by the participation of  everyone involved in this event. It is our privilege to be able to offer a 
trusted, safe place where families are happy to bring their children for good summertime fun, 
especially these lovely families and foster families who should be acknowledged for all they do to 
keep our children safe every day.”

As part of  the agency’s 30th anniversary celebration, PEI Kids hosted a summer barbecue party—for kids, families, volunteers and clients of  
the agency—to celebrate children and the families who work to keep them safe every day. 

Executive Director Roslyn Dashiell 
(standing) with guests enjoying the 
celebration

Children enjoy barbecue food and 
beverages donated by Buzzetta’s Festival 
Foods

Trenton Circus Squad performs for 
Mother/Daughter support group 
participants

Arbonne Charitable Foundation donates 
beauty products for their “Evening of 
Beauty” for PEI Kids clients
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Out & About
Church & Dwight Employee Giving Fund Awards $7,000 to PEI Kids’ CJOOS Program
In November, the Church & Dwight Employee Giving Fund awarded PEI Kids a $7,000 grant in support 
of  its Comprehensive Juvenile Offender Outreach Services (CJOOS) program. This generous support will 
help redirect the lives of  hundreds of  at-risk and adjudicated youth in our community.

Photo: Nicole Nguyen from Church & Dwight (center) presents grant check for $7,000 to PEI Kids for its CJOOS program

PEI Kids on WIMG 1300 AM Radio!
In October, PEI Kids’ Executive Director Roslyn Dashiell and Wine & Food Tasting Committee Member Jack 
Donnelly were guests on the Trenton 365 Show with Jacque Howard podcasted on WIMG 1300 AM (Trenton, 
NJ). Roslyn and Jack spoke about PEI Kids and our 10th Annual Wine & Food Tasting Event. To listen to the 
full interview, visit www.peikids.org/press-releases and find post titled “Interview with Roslyn Dashiell & Jack 
Donnelly (Trenton 365 Show and WIMG 1300 AM Radio).”
Photo: Roslyn Dashiell & Jack Donnelly on the Trenton 365 Show with Jacque Howard (WIMG 1300 AM)

Retirement Party for Melody Powell
On October 29th, PEI Kids hosted a retirement party for its former Director of  Prevention Services, 
Melody Powell, at Marsilio’s Restaurant in Ewing. Heartfelt farewell speeches were made by Board 
President Nicholas Ventura, Executive Director Roslyn Dashiell, Founding Executive Director Evelyn 
Gill, Prevention Facilitator Brenda Shore, NJCAP Operations Director Cheryl Mojta, and NJCAP 
Regional Supervisor Alysha Riley. Through the coordinated effort of  PEI Kids’ Board and staff  
members, Melody also received retirement gifts and mementos along with a generous gift basket. 
Photo: Melody Powell at her retirement party with Alysha (left) and Cheryl (right) from NJCAP. 

PEI Kids on the Big Screen!
Thanks to support from AMC Cares/Tulsa Community Foundation, PEI Kids’ Public Service 
Announcement aired before films at most AMC Theatres throughout the State of  New Jersey 
in September. The opportunity to have a PSA created and seen by community members could 
not come at a better time for PEI Kids, as we continue to increase community awareness of  our 
programs and services as part of  our strategic goals. To view PEI Kids’ PSA, please visit www.
youtube.com/peikidsnj. 
Photo: Roslyn Dashiell speaks about PEI Kids’ programs and services in the agency’s PSA

Eagle Scout Coordinates Toy Drive for PEI Kids
Over the summer, Jake Cseremsak, a member of  Eagle Scout Troop 1776, coordinated the donation 
of  over 75 toys for children in our programs by setting up toy collection stations throughout the 
community. Jake didn’t stop there either—from August through December, Jack has continued to 
coordinate toy donations collecting a total of  over 225 toys for the children in PEI Kids’ intervention 
programs. Jake’s effort to support children in our community is truly inspiring. 
Photo: Jake Cseremsak and Roslyn Dashiell with toys donated through Jake’s Eagle Scout project

CJOOS Program Promotes Family, Community, and New Perspective
November was an busy month for the teens in PEI Kids’ Comprehensive Juvenile Offender 
Outreach Services (CJOOS) program. On November 7th, participants were taken to a 76ers 
basketball game at the Wells Fargo Center in Philadelphia, and, on November 14th, they visited 
Ellis Island and the Statue of  Liberty. Experiences like these provide participants the opportunity 
for healthy peer bonding and socialization while offering new perspective and taking them beyond 
the confines of  the city. On November 21st, the CJOOS program hosted its annual Thanksgiving 
luncheon for program participants and their family members, which lets participants know they’re 
appreciated, and promotes a spirit of  family and community during the holiday season. 
Photo: CJOOS Program Coordinator Rob Fiorello (6th from left) with The College of  New Jersey’s Bonner Center 
volunteers at the CJOOS Thanksgiving luncheon
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Get Involved!

Save the Date for our 25th Annual Dinner & Auction!
Mark your calendar! On Friday, April 8, 2016, PEI Kids will host its 25th Annual Dinner 
& Auction at Greenacres Country Club in Lawrenceville. Our biggest fundraiser of  the 
year, the evening will feature live entertainment, live & silent auctions, and fine cuisine. 
In preparation for the event, PEI Kids is seeking Dinner & Auction Planning Committee 
members to help organize and plan for the event. We also welcome donations for 
auction items, especially trips, events, and special or unique experiences. 
If  you are interested in making your reservation, donating an auction item, or joining the 
Dinner & Auction Planning Committee, please contact Jesse Elliot at jelliot@peikids.org. 
Sponsorship and ticket information will be available online in January.

Support PEI Kids While You Shop!
Did you know you can help PEI Kids while shopping online? The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% 
of  your eligible purchases to PEI Kids . . . with no added cost to you! Simply log onto Amazon using smile.
amazon.com (instead of  the amazon.com address that you use now). When prompted to select your preferred 
charity, enter “Prevention Education, Inc.” to make sure your purchases benefit PEI Kids. You get the same 
shopping experience, and your purchases will benefit your favorite charity! What a great way to show your 
support. 

Get Involved . . . Virtually!
Looking for a way to help out but you’re not sure if  you have the time? We have a solution! PEI 
Kids is seeking virtual volunteers to help with our Facebook posts by liking and sharing with your 
colleagues and friends. Simply invite your friends to like our page and share and like our posts and 
events. All the work can be done from the comfort of  your own home on your free time. To learn 
more about becoming a virtual volunteer for PEI Kids, please contact Jesse Elliot at 609-695-3739 
or jelliot@peikids.org.

Host an Enough Abuse Community Workshop
Led by a team of  dedicated volunteer presenters, our free Enough Abuse community 
workshops educate local community members on how to prevent, identify, and 
respond appropriately to child sexual abuse. Enough Abuse workshops are free to 
the public and perfect for youth-serving organizations, parents, and any group of  
concerned community members. To host a workshop for your organization, please 
contact Jill Keller at 609-695-3739 or jkeller@peikids.org.
Join the Coalition
If  your organization would like to support the Enough Abuse Campaign in Mercer 
County, consider becoming a member of  the Greater Mercer Coalition to Prevent 
Child Sexual Abuse. Led by PEI Kids, the Coalition currently consists of  23 
members who work in a variety of  ways to support the project. To learn more about 
joining the Coalition, please contact Jill Keller at 609-695-3739 or jkeller@peikids.org.

Out & About

Stuffed Animal Donations Bring Holiday Joy to Crisis Counseling Clients 
In November and December, PEI Kids received stuffed animal donations for children in its Crisis 
Intervention for Child Victims of  Sexual Abuse program. These thoughtful donations were made by 
the State Barber Shop in Trenton, NJ and by an anonymous, local pet store. Donations like this help 
children in our Crisis Intervention program feel safe and comfortable while working to heal from the 
trauma associated with child sexual abuse.

Photo: Dr. Juanita Johnson-Brooks, Director of  Clinical Services, with stuffed animal donations
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‘Tis the Season . . .
‘Tis the season to give, and we are in the midst of  our year-end Holiday Appeal to raise 
$32,256 to meet our 2015 fundraising goal. As you consider your giving this year, we ask 
that you include PEI Kids in your plans. There are several ways to give…

• PEI Kids is now set up to receive donated securities. Rather than paying taxes 
on appreciated securities, you can donate them to PEI Kids by calling or 
emailing Executive Director, Roz Dashiell, at rdashiell@peikids.org. Donating 
appreciated securities can generate significant tax advantages for you!

• December is one of  the biggest online shopping months of  the year. Not only 
can you get great deals but you can also donate to PEI Kids by using the 
Amazon Smile portal to make online purchases. You get the same Amazon 
shopping experience and a percentage of  your qualified purchases gets 
automatically donated. Just register Prevention Education, Inc. (PEI Kids) as 
your chosen charity at  http://smile.amazon.com/

• See if  your employer will match your donation to PEI Kids! Many local 
employers will match charitable donations made by current and retired staff. Contact your human resources department to 
see if  your company has a matching gifts program.

• Save time and postage by donating online at www.peikids.org/holidayappeal/. Or, mail your donation using the envelope 
provided in this newsletter. 

• If  you run or own a business, you can become a Super Sponsor and receive visible recognition and branding with PEI Kids 
all year long. Details are available online at www.peikids.org/supersponsor/

As we reflect on 30 years of  service, we know that your support has been critical to strength of  our programs and the viability of  our 
mission. You have enabled us to help a generation of  children grow up to be safe, strong and free!  
Please remember PEI Kids and the children in our community who are counting on your support. We’ll keep you posted—at www.
peikids.org/holidayappeal—as we make progress toward our fundraising goal!
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